
The History of Caddie Woodlawn  
 

Caroline Augusta Woodhouse 

Caroline Augusta Woodhouse, known as Caddie Woodlawn, was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts in 1853. In 1857, her father John V. Woodhouse decided to take 
his family west to Eau Galle, Wisconsin. She had four brothers and sisters at the 
time; Clara, Mary, Tom, and Warren. They all survived the trip to Wisconsin, but 
within a short time of arriving, Mary died, perhaps from the long journey from 
Boston. Mary was buried in a very simple grave that was marked by a white picket 
fence located on a wooded rise of land in the northwest corner of the 160 acres 
that the Woodhouse family called home. 

On April 17, 1860, Mr. Woodhouse received and purchased a 
title of land owned by the United States Government. The 
abstract for the property was signed by then President 
Abraham Lincoln. Within the next 10 years, there were three 
other children added to the Woodhouse family. Hettie, 

Minnie, and Joe were all born on the farm bought by James Woodhouse. The 
original house in Dunnville that Caddie grew up in was built in 1856 by Levi Drake. 
When Mr. Woodhouse bought the house, it was larger. The large kitchen on the 
west side of the house was removed a couple years later. In the attic above the 
kitchen Mr. Woodhouse repaired clocks. 

Located on the banks of the Menomonie River (which 
today is known as the Red Cedar River) was the 
Dunnville Store built in 1854. A large lumbering firm, 
Knapp, Stout, and sons, built it. Here is were Caddie 
visited often, and met people such as Indian Joe. 
Supposedly, he lifted her up high in the air to look 
more carefully at her golden brown hair. Another 
time, she spent two silver dollars for candy, tops, 
combs, and a red handkerchief. She ended up giving all of these to the three half-
breed Indian children. Apparently, her brother Tom got a job sprouting potatoes 
to buy the best Valentine the store had to offer to give to his sweetheart. 

In 1929, an enormous fire destroyed the store, leaving only parts of the 
foundation left to see. Today it is hidden between a thick blanket of weeds. A 
frame schoolhouse was built in the village of Dunnville in the fall of 1858. It was 



constructed by W.R. Culbertson and Russell R. Root for approximately $88. Hugh 
Macauley was the first teacher to teach at the school. John Woodhouse became 
treasurer of the School District #3 and served in that position until September of 
1867 when he moved the family to St. Louis, Missouri. The schoolhouse remained 
in tact until 1908. A brick schoolhouse was built to replace it. The old school was 
sold as a dwelling and was moved to a site about two blocks south of the school 
yard. 

In the 1930's, a fire destroyed the building. Dr. Crocker was the doctor in the area 
when Caddie Woodlawn and her family lived here. His home still stands in the 
village of Dunnville. He served a large area that included Menomonie and 
Chippewa Falls. His wife, Mary, had a collection of dolls that Caddie admired 
greatly, which was mentioned in the book, Magical Melons. The Crocker farm was 
the next place to the east of the Woodhouse home. 

My neighbor, Warren Walters, informed me in a personal interview that his 
grandmother, Caroline Coffin, was Caddie Woodlawn's teacher. In the book, her 
name was changed from Mrs. Coffin to Miss Parker. She died in 1907. From 
stories he heard through his Grandmother, he told me that Caddie Woodlawn 
was a red-haired tomboy. He told me Caddie's friends-both boys and girls-used to 
go skinny dipping in the local rivers, lakes, and streams. One thing about Caddie is 
that she was very un-lady like. She would much rather have gone out with her dad 
and brothers working on the farm and wearing dirty working clothes than be 
inside with her mother and sisters cooking food, doing housework, and wearing 
colorful dresses. 

Caddie and her friends loved daring activities. They liked to build rafts and float 
them down the Menomonie (Red Cedar) River. If it would fall apart, they would 
do repairs or build a new one. Another thing Warren told me is that at school, the 
boys would always go around and tease the girls. So what Caddie would do is go 
out and pick cattails from the wilderness and go around and beat the boys up 
with them. 
Carol Ryrie Brink was born on December 28, 1895, in Moscow, Idaho. Because she 
was born at Christmas time she was given the name Carol, which is just one 
version of the name Caroline that has been in the family for years. Her 
grandmother, of course, was Caddie Woodlawn. When she was eight years old, 
her parents died. She went to live with her grandmother and her aunt, who had a 
comfortable home with a very large yard where Carol had many pets and much 
room to play. It was during this time that her grandmother entertained the young 
girl with her fascinating stories about her life as a pioneer girl in Wisconsin. 



The stories that Caddie told her led Carol to write the book, Caddie Woodlawn in 
1935. This book won the Newbery Award in 1936 for the best children's book of 
the year. After writing Caddie Woodlawn, she wrote the book, Magical Melons. 
This book was the sequel to Caddie Woodlawn. 
On January 4, 1940, at almost 87 years of age, Caddie Woodhouse passed away. 
She was sick for no more that 24 hours. She died at her house in Moscow, Idaho. 
In the fall of 1967, the Durand area schools built a new elementary school. The 
Durand School Board decided to name the new school after Caddie Woodlawn. 
On October 15, 1967, the school was dedicated. William Bowman, the Wisconsin 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction was the guest speaker at the 
dedication. To this day the school still stands as Caddie Woodlawn Elementary 
School. 

On July 4, 1970, at 1:30p.m., Caddie 
Woodlawn Park was dedicated. It is 
located a short distance north of the 
Pepin County line on highway 25. An 
official historical society marker was 
erected. The former Woodlawn house 
that Caddie grew up in was moved and 
repaired so now everyone can see and 
enjoy it everyday. Carol Ryrie Brink 
attended the official dedication 
ceremony. 
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